REMARKS 

The Office Action dated March 4, 2004 has been carefully reviewed. 
Claims 1-22 are pending in this patent application. Reconsideration of this 
application is respectfully requested. 



35 U.S.C. § 102 Rejection 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 8-11, and 15-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as 
being anticipated by Sternberg (Patent Application Publication # US 
2003/01 1 1275). Reconsideration of this rejection is respectfully requested. 



Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 8 
Claim 8 

Among other limitations, claim 8 recites the following: 

a load plate configured to rest on said first elongated support member and 
said second elongated support member. (Emphasis added.) 



In an apparent attempt to meet the language of claim 8, the Examiner is 
equating the mattress 12 of Sternberg with the claimed "plate". (See 3/4/04 
Office Action at page 2, lines 15-17. However, the term "plate" means "a flat, thin 
piece of material, such as metal". (See, e.g., dictionary definition in Attachment 
I). (See also, e.g., U.S. Patent No. 4,043,413 that shows an upper plate 14 in 
FIG. 1 - Attachment II.) The mattress 12 of Sternberg is not a "plate". Indeed, 
the mattress 12 is not a flat, thin piece of material, such as metal. It is axiomatic 
that anticipation of a claim under 35 U.S.C. § 102 is proper only if the prior art 
reference discloses each and every element of the claim. Since Sternberg does 



not disclose each and every element of Applicant's claim 8, Ormond does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 8. 

Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 9-11 and 15 

Each of claims 9-1 1 and 15 depends directly or indirectly from claim 8. As 
a result, each of claims 9-1 1 and 15 is allowable for, at least, the reasons 
hereinbefore discussed with regard to claim 8. 

Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 1 

The discussion relating to the patentability of claim 8 is relevant to the 
patentability of claim 1 . Thus, claim 1 is believed to be allowable over the cited 
art. 

Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 2 and 5 

Each of claims 2 and 5 depends directly from claim 1 . As a result, each of 
claims 2 and 5 is allowable for, at least, the reasons hereinbefore discussed with 
regard to claim 1 . 

Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 16 

The discussion relating to the patentability of claim 8 is relevant to the 
patentability of claim 16. Thus, claim 16 is believed to be allowable over the 
cited art. Moreover, claim 16 specifically recites that the "load plate rest[s] on 
said first elongated support member and said second elongated support 
member." (Emphasis added.) The mattress 12 of Sternberg does not "rest on" 



-9- 



either of the scales 20. Rather, as shown in FIG. 5 of Sternberg, the legs 14 are 
interposed between the mattress 12 and the scales 20, thereby causing the 
mattress 12 to be spaced apart from the scales 20. Thus, claim 16 is further 
distinguishable over the cited art. 

Discussion Re: Patentability of Claim 17-19 

Each of claims 17-19 depends directly or indirectly from claim 16. As a 
result, each of claims 17-19 is allowable for, at least, the reasons hereinbefore 
discussed with regard to claim 1 . 

35 U.S.C. § 103 Rejection 

Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 12-14, and 20-22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
as being unpatentable over Sternberg. Reconsideration of this rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

Each of claims 3, 4, 6, and 7 depends directly or indirectly from claim 1 . 
As a result, each of claims 3, 6, and 7 is allowable for, at least, the reasons 
hereinbefore discussed with regard to claim 1 . 

Each of claims 12-14 depends directly or indirectly from claim 8. As a 
result, each of claims 12-14 is allowable for, at least, the reasons hereinbefore 
discussed with regard to claim 8. 

Each of claims 20-22 depends directly or indirectly from claim 16. As a 
result, each of claims 20-22 is allowable for, at least, the reasons hereinbefore 
discussed with regard to claim 16. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Action to that end is hereby solicited. 



June 4, 2004 

Maginot, Moore & Beck 

Bank One Center/Tower 

1 1 1 Monument Circle, Suite 3000 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-5115 

Phone: (317)638-2922 

Fax: (317) 638-2139 



Respectfully submitted, 



MAGINOT, MOORE & BECK 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 34,984 
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Not beautiful : homely, -n. An extensive re- 
gion of level, treeless land -adv In a plain 
manner, -plainly adv. -p ain'ness n. 
plainclothes man (plan'kloi') d» Pi** 
clothes-man (plan'tloz'm^) n. A police 
officer who wears civilian clothes while on 

Mains Indian (planz) n. A member of any 
of the American Indian peoples inhabiting the 
Great Plains of North Amenca. 
plain-spo-ken (plan'spd'kan) adj. Candid : 

ance of sorrow or grief lamentation, 
plain-tiff (plan'tif) a The party that hies a 
complaint in a lawsuit, 
plaintive (plan'tiv) adj. Expressive of sor- 
row or melancholy : woeful, -plain'tivcly 
adv. — plain'tive.ness n. , 
plait (plat, P Ut) n. I- A braid, esp. of hair. % 
A pleat, —plait v. 

plan (plan) a. I. A method or scheme for 
achieving or doing something. 2. An aim : 
Koal 3. A diagram or drawing prepared to 
scale, - v. planned, planning. 1. To draw 
up a plan of : design <planned a new shop- 
ping mall> 2,'To have in mind : intend. 3. To 
formulate a way to achieve or do. —plan - 

pTa'nar (pla'nar, -nar') adj. 1. Of or in a geo- 
metric plane. 2. Flat <a planar surfacO 
— pla-nai'i.ty (pla-naVI-te) n. 
olane' (plan) n. 1. A surface containing aU 
the straight lines required to correct any 2 
points on it. 2. A level or flat surface 3. A 
level of development or existence. 4. An air- 
plane. 5. A supporting surface of an airplane, 
plane* (plan) n. A tool for leveling or smooth- 
P inga wood surface, -v. planed, P^T? 
level or smooth with or as if with a plant 

oTanSTplin'It) n. A nonluminous celestial 
P body Qluminated by light from a star around 
which it revolves, -plan'e-tar'y (-1-teTe) 

p fl lanctar.i.um (plan'I-tar'e-am) n. ; pj- 
P .ums or -io (-e-a). 1. A device to project im- 
ages of celestial bodies in their courses^ 
onto the inner surface of a dome. 2. A room 
or building containing a planetanum. 
plane tree «,. A tree of the genus Platm* 
with ball-shaped clusters of fruit and outer 
bark that usu. flakes off in patches. 

or fish) on a board. 3- To set or put down wtj 

whole, 2. Something made rf plan** m 
plank-ton (plangk'tan) n. ^^Sk 
and animal organisms that float or 
great numbers in bodies of water, -pigg 
ton'ic (-t6nTk) adj. J 
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planoconcave □ platitude 



pla.no~con.cave (pla'nd-kfin-kaV, -k6n'- 
kaV) adj. Flat or plane on one side and con- 
cave on the other. 




(Left) planoconcave and 
(right) planoconvex 

pla*no*con.vex (pla'nd-k&n-vSks', -kOn'- 
viks') adj. Flat or plane on one side and con- 
vex on the other. 

plant (plant) n. 1. An organism typically hav- 
ing cellulose cell walls, manufacturing its 
own food by photosynthesis, and being inca- 
pable of locomotion. 2. A soft-stemmed, her- 
baceous plaqt as distinguished from a tree or 
shrub. 3. An establishment for industry or 
. manufacturing : factory. 4. The physical 
: structures, equipment, and fixtures of an in- 
stitution. —"V. 1. To place (e.g., seeds) in the 
ground for growing. 2. To set firmly or forc- 
• ibly in position. 3. To start : establish. 4. To 
instill <plant an idea> 5. To place with in- 
. ^ ' tent to spy or deceive. 
rJj^^plan^ain 1 (plan' tan) n. A weedy plant of the 
genus Plantago, esp. P. major, with a spike of 
small greenish flowers. 
j^!plan«tain k (plan'tan) n. A large tropical plant, 
% >M^ M\2sa paiadisiaca. resembling the banana and 
EmB^ i bearing similar fruit. 
*" i&plan»tax (pUn'tar, •taY) adj. Of, relating to, 
u vW located on the sole of the foot 
Mplan*ta>tion (plan-ta'shan) n. 1. A sizable 
g$jp[ group of trees or plants under cultivation. 2. 
6%h large landed estate devoted to crop produc- 
£.&uon, usu. by resident workers, 
^plant-ex (plan'tar) n. 1. One that plants, esp. 
^a sowing tool or machine. 2. One who owns 
for manages a plantation. 3. An ornamental 
^container for a plant. 

iplaque (plak) n. 1. A flat piece often made of 
femetal, ornamented or engraved for mount- 
ing, as on a building or memorial. 2. An or- 
^umental pin : brooch. 3. A deposit that builds 
£up on a tooth or the inner lining of a blood 
iyesscl.* 

[plash (plash) n. I. A light splash. 2. The 
pound of a plash. — plash v. 
Rlas-ma (pliz'ma) n. 1. The clear, liquid part 
W^blood, lymph, or intramuscular fluia. 2. 
^elwatery oart of milk ; whey. 3. Physics. 

rirelectricaliy neutral, usu. hot gas com- 
■Pjgcd of ions, electrons, and neutral particles. 
Eplaiwnat'ic, plas'mic * 



planter (plas'tar) n. 1. A paste that hardens 
while drying, used for covering walls and ceil- 
ings. 2. Plaster of Paris. 3.. An often medi- 
cated pastelike mixture spread on a piece of 
material and applied to a pan of the body. . 
—v. To coat or cover with or as if with plas- 
ter. — plas'ter-y adj. 

plasterboard (plis'tar-bdrd', -bora") n. A 
wall board made up of layers of fiber board or 
paper over a plaster core. 

plaster of Paris n. A quick-setting paste of 
white gypsum powder and water, used esp. 
for casts and statuary molds. 

plas.tic (plas'tlk) adj. I. Capable of being 
shaped or molded ; malleable. 2. Of, marked 
by, or using expressive shaping or modeling 
<thc plastic arts> 3. Marked By artificiality : ■ 
synthetic <the plastic world of advertising> 
— n. A synthetically produced material that 
can be molded and hardened into objects or 
formed into films or textile fibers. — plas.tic'- 
i*y (pla-stlsl-te) n. — plas'ti-cize' v. 
plastic explosive n. A versatile explosive 
substance in the form of a moldable dough- 
like solid. 

plastic surgery n. Surgery' concerned with 
repairing, restoring, or remodeling bodily 
parts chiefly by bone or tissue transfer. 
— plastic surgeon n. 

plas-tique (pla-stek') n. A plastic explosive, 
plate (plat) n. 1. A flat, thin piece of mate- 
nlfas metal. 2. a. Forged, rolled, or cast metal 
in sheet form. b. A flat piece of engraved 
metal. 3. a, A prepared surface, as of metal or 
plastic, from which printing is done. b. A print 
from such a surface, c. Something printed 
from an engraving. 4. A sheet of glass or metal 
sensitized to light and used in photography. 

5. A part made of metal or plastic that is fit- 
ted to the gums to hold false teeth in place. 

6. Baseball. Home plate. 7. A shallow, usu. 
circular dish. 8. Food and service for one per- 
son. 9. Household articles, as forks and 
knives, made of or plated with gold or silver, 
—v. ptat<ed, plat-ing. I. To cover with a thin 
layer of metal, esp. gold or silver. 2. To make, 
a printing surface from or for. 

pla*teau (pli-to') n., pi -teaus or -teaux 
(-toz'). I. A level expanse of elevated land. 2. 
a. A stage of development, b. A stable period 
or state. 

plate glass n. Rolled and polished glass in 
thick, strong sheets. 

plat-en (piit'n) n. 1. A flat metal plate that 
holds the paper against the type in a printing 
press. 2. The roller in a typewriter against 
which the keys hit. 

plat'form (pUf fdrm') n. 1. An elevated hori- 
zontal surface, as for speakers or at a railroad 
station. 2. A formal statement of principles or 
policy, as of a political party. 

plat'ing (pla'tlng) o. A thin layer, coating, or 
covering of metal or of metal plates. 

plat'i*num (plat'n-am) n. Symbol Pt A 
silver-white, corrosive-resistant metallic ele- 
ment used esp. in jewelry. 

plat-i-tude (plafRobd', -tydod') n. A trite 
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A portable and collapsible scale includes a base plate, a 
weighing unit removably associated with the base plate, 
and an upper or platform plate removably associated 
with the weighing unit A user may stand on the upper 
plate and view a weight read-out provided by the 
weighing unit 

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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1 2 

a portable and collapsible scale designated generally by 

PORTABLE AND COLLAPSIBLE the reference numeral 10. 

BATHROOM-TYPE SCALE The scale 10 comprises just three major components; 

This invention relates to a portable and collapsible namely: a bottom or base plate 12, an upper or platform 

scale, and more particularly, a portable and collapsible 5 plate 14, spaced from and parallel to the base plate 12 

bathroom-type scale made up of three compact sub- when operatively disposed, and a weighing unit 16, 

units, which may be readily assembled for use or disas- disposed between and interconnecting the base and 
sembled for travel or storage. This invention further upper plates 12 and 14. 

relates to a portable and collapsible scale sufficiently In the illustrated form of the invention, the weighing 

compact in its disassembled state to be conveniently 10 unit 16 is generally cylindrical in cross-section, and 

carried in luggage. includes a main body portion 18 of first cross-sectxmal 

Portable scales, as such, have heretofore been pro- dimension and an upper portion 20 extending upwardly 

posed. For example, in U.S. Pat No. 3,106,975, from the main body portion 18 and having a reduced 

issued Oct 15, 1963, to D. M. Madigan, a collapsible cross-sectional dimension. The transition between the 

scale is disclosed wherein a platform portion and a base 15 main body portion 18 and upper portion 20, provides a 

portion are slidably mterengaged, with a weighing unit, S**^ horizontally extending shoulder 22, upon 

not shown, mtercoiinectmg or interposed between which the upper or P^™ *• . ■ 

them. Hinged or removable extension panels are pro- JW* i*^U>m l^^T^Tlf'* 

vided for the platform portion; extensions are provided ^ ^f^^J^^ ^ the base and platform 
to stablize and m effect brc*to 

weight readout device is removably coupled to the T 1 *^ 8 ! plat * 12 ■ P"™* a ^—^Z 

YasctMr^osL extending from its upper surface downwardly, through 

^^^S^L^ PrWK ^ The upper or pl^^^ 14b^vided with n 



of assembly and disasse m bly. 



opening 26, the dimensions of winch correspond to the 



It is still another dyect of this invention to provide a ^ CJOKWICCtiona i 
portable and collapsible scale made up of easily assem- ^ ^ of ^ weighing unit 1* The upper portion 20 
bled and disassembled sub-umts^ach of which is hght objects ujrwardlTh^^ 

and compact, and capable of bang earned in conven- „ platform platc w rests on the shoulder 22 of the 
uonal luggage. weighing unit 16, and is supported by it Weight applied 

Other objects will appear hereinafter. 33 to the upper or platform plate 14 » transmitted, it wul 

The foregoing and other objects of the mvention are be appreciated, to the shoulder 22, and then to the seas- 
realized, in a presently preferred form of the invention, ing mechanism (not shown) within the weighing unit 16 
by providing a base plate which in operation rests on a for translation to a numerical read-out; the dial 28 and 
floor or other firm support surface, a weighing unit pointer 30 in the illustrated form of the invention. The 
removably engagabk with the base plate, and an upper, ^ chaJ 28 and pointer 30 arc visfele from above the upper 
or platform plate, removably engagable with the weigh- or platform plate 14. The dial 28 in the illustrated form 
ing unit The base plate, in the presently preferred form, ^ of the familiar circular type "wig a pointer 30 and 
is provided with a receptacle into which the weighing graduated scale, but other suitable read-outs, such as, 
unit is simply placed, or perhaps friction fitted . The for example, linear scales, or even numeric (digital) 
upper or platform plate, in the presently preferred form, 45 read-outs, can be used to equal advantage, 
rests loosely, or by friction fit, over the weighing unit, i n a presently preferre d form of the invention, the 
so that the entire scale may be assembled without the base plate 12 and upper or platfonn relate Hare made of 
need for tools or special fasteners. Also, in the prefa r ed acrylic plastic, of the type sold under the trademarks 
form of the invention, the weighing unit includes a LUCITE or PLEXIGLAS and are of one-half inch 
read-out, such as a dial or digital readout, integral 50 thickness. Other equivalent materials selected for 
therewith, so that the portion of the weighing unit strength and lightness, may also be used. Suitable <&- 
which receives the upper or platform plate extends mensions for the respective plates 12 and 14 are roughly 
through that plate and provides a weight read-out visa- 11 x 10 inches, although, the proportions can obvi- 
bte from above the upper plate. ously be varied for specific applications. In die pres- 

For the purpose of Uhistrating the invention, there is 35 entry preferred form of the invention, the weighing unit 
shown in the drawings a form of the invention which is 16 is cylindrical, and its main body portion 18 has a 
presently p re fe r r e d , it being understood, however, that diameter of approximately 3 inches. The upper portion 
the mvention is not limited to the precise arrangements 20 has a diameter of approximately 2) inches, and thus, 
and instrumentalities shown. the width of the shoulder 22 is approximately one-quar- 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a portable and 60 ter of an inch, 
collapsible scale in accordance with the invention, in its The internal mechanism to be used in the weighing 
assembled and operative condition. unit 16 is not, per se, an aspect of tins invention, but 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view, showing the conventional spring or hydraulic units, such as those 
mterTelationship of the various parts. of the invention. illustrated, for example, in U.S. Pat Nos. 2,960329, 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 65 issued, to Hanssen on Nov. 15, I960, and 3,743,040, 
3—3 in FIG. 1, issued to Hutchinson, et al, on July 3, 1973, could be 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein like adapted for this purpose. Other suitable weighing units, 
numerals indicate like dements, there is seen in FIG. 1 such as the hydraulic unit shown in U.S. Pat No. 
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3,200,897, to Gibbons, issued Aug. 17, 1965 could also 3. Apparatus in accordance with claim 2, wherein said 

be used. ' weight read-out means comprises a rotatable pointer 

Disassembly of the scale is simply a matter of lifting and numerical scale, 

the upper or platform plate 14 from the shoulder 22, and 4. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 

then removing the weighing unit 16 from the receptacle 5 weighing unit has a main body portion having a first 

24. The preferred height of the weighing unit is appnxri- transverse dimension, an upper body portion having a 

mately 2J inches. Scales capable of disassembly for transverse dimension less than said first transverse di- 

travd are not, per se, novel. See: U.S. Pat No. mension, and a shoulder portion mterconnecting said 

3,106>975, to which reference was made above, and also main and upper body portions, said upper plate having 

U.S. Pat No. 3,565,197, issued Feb. 23, 1971, to Carter, 10 an opening therein, and said upper body portion extend* 

but with apparatus in accordance with the present in- ing into said opening when said upper plate is opera- 

venbon, all of the components can readily be carried lively disposed so that said upper plate rests on said 

within conventional suitcases or even smaller pieces of shoulder portion when said upper plate is opcratrvery 

luggage. disposed. 

The sizes and shapes, however, of the base plate 12 15 5, Apparatus in accordance with claim 4, wherein said 

and upper or platform 14 are such that they provide a main body portion of said weighing unit has a cross-sec- 

stabie base, capable of receiving and supporting the bona! shape corresponding to the cross-sectional shape 

weight of a person during weighing. of said receptacle, said weighing unit being removably 

Although the present invention is particularly useful friction-fitted within said receptacle and said upper 

as a travelling bathroom-type scale, it can obviously be 20 plate being removably fiictkm-fitted.to said upper body 

used for other purposes to which scales may be put, portion. 

while providing the advantages of portability and col- 6. Apparatus in accordance with claim 5, wherein said 

lapsibQity. weighing unit, said receptacle and said opening are 

I generally circular in cross-section. 

L A portable and collapsible scale, comprising a base 25 7. Apparatus in accordance with claim 3, wherein said 
plate adapted to rest on a support surface, a receptacle weight read-out means comprises a rotatable pointer 
in said base plate, a weighing unit having a portion and numerical scale, said weight read-out means being 
thereof compkmentally shaped with respect to said disposed on said upper body portion and facing up- 
receptacle and adapted to be received therein when said wardly for reading from above said upper plate, 
scale is cperanvdy disposed, and an upper plate rernov- 30 8. Apparatus in accordance with claim 7, wherein said 
ably engagable with said weighing unit and in spaced main body portion of said weighing unit has a cross-sec- 
parallel relation to said base plate when said scale is dona! shape corresponding to the cross-sectional shape 
operatively disposed, said weighing unit having weight of said receptacle, said weighing unit being removably 
read-out means thereon readable from above said upper friction-fitted within said r ecept acle and said upper 
plate when said upper plate is operatrvely disposed. 35 plate being removably fric*km-fitted to said upper body 

2. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1, wherein said portion, 

upper plate has an opening therein, and an upper por- 9. Apparatus in accordance with dam S, wherein said 

bon of said weighing unit extending into said opening, receptacle is a recess opening on the upper surface of 

said weight read-out means being disposed on said said base plate, and extending there-through, 
upper portion. 40 
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